
Examiners’ Report

June 2018

IAL Business Studies 4 WBS04 01



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We provide a

wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes

for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or 

www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’

exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their

learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress

in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,

wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our

commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out

more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2018

Publications Code WBS04_01_1806_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2018

2     IAL Business Studies 4 WBS04 01

http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
The paper worked well and there was a good range of marks showing that the paper had been able

to differentiate. As with previous exam series, there were some less able responses that showed

little understanding of, or even familiarity with, the specification content. Nevertheless, there were

some good and occasionally very good responses to the questions set.

The main reasons for some otherwise able candidates underachieving, are the usual ones of not

heeding command words and not reading the questions carefully enough. Command words are

still being ignored by a sizeable number. Instructions to ‘Assess’ and ‘Evaluate’ were not followed by

some candidates and as a result they failed to evaluate and so limited their marks. Some of the

candidates missed out on marks because they did not answer the question that was set. This was

particularly the case with question 5.

It is worth reminding future candidates of the need to apply context to all responses. Repeating

generic or stock answers will not access the higher levels of the mark scheme.
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Question 1 (a) 

Most candidates were able to attempt a partial definition but relatively few were able to develop it

for the second mark relating to a given time period.

A clear definition with both parts accurately

expressed gaining 2 marks.

Question 1 (b) 

Many candidates did not get any marks here as they simply defined a joint venture as a merger or

takeover. The crucial distinction, is that a joint venture is just a temporary joining together for a

specific project and not a permanent union where both businesses change their structure.

This definition has the crucial part of the definition

which underlines the one-off or unique aspect of a

joint venture. This scores 2 marks.
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Question 2 

Usually answered well, although a significant number of responses interpreted it as FDI rather than

globalisation. Many candidates gave an unnecessary definition of globalisation but were able to

explain two factors, including free trade, political change and technology. Quite a number did not

give examples and as a result, did not get beyond 4 marks.
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A very good answer scoring all 6 marks. Clearly

expressed, starting with an identification of the

factor, then a good example and finally good

analysis to link it to the question.

Bear in mind the mark structure here. Two factors,

so 3 marks for each one - Knowledge, Application

and Analysis.

6     IAL Business Studies 4 WBS04 01



IAL Business Studies 4 WBS04 01     7



Only 4 marks here, a good answer but there is no

application.

Remember to use examples (application).
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Question 3 

Most candidates were able to identify two reasons with some application from the evidence and

some development. Not many could sustain the development to pick up both analysis marks. Some

misunderstood the question and explained why Ghana would want to encourage FDI. A significant

number wasted time/space on evaluating their response, indicating a lack of exam technique or

understanding of command words.Few reached the maximum of 8 marks, often because of a lack

of clarity in the response.
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A good answer scoring all 8 marks. Each reason is

identified, applied and with good analysis that is

developed sufficiently enough to get both marks.

For each possible reason we are looking for an

identification of that reason (Knowledge 1 mark),

then putting it into context with a valid example

(Application 1 mark) and then developing that

reason by explaining the consequences with two

points (Analysis 2 marks). Make sure you cover

these three assessment objectives.
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This response scores 4 marks. It starts with an

example but does not apply or develop it. Two

reasons are then identified with limited analysis. It

concludes with evaluation but no marks are

available for it in this question.

Do not evaluate on questions 3 and 4. No marks

are available and it just wastes time.
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Question 4 

Responses to this question were generally good and a significant number were able to reach Level

4 by recognising at least one of the drawbacks of specialisation but only a few developed this into a

fully comprehensive response. The more able responses were able to demonstrate both the pros

and cons of specialisation and showed a good understanding of the difficulties and uncertainty of

relying on a commodity product. As ever, some candidates did not offer any evaluation and were

limited to Level 3.
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Good use of context, with sound analysis and

evaluation. A Level 4 response that scores 9 marks.
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A limited response that has some basic analysis

and a little context from the extract. It reaches

Level 3 and scores 5 marks.
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Question 5 

Some candidates became rather confused and responded by looking at the impact on China and

India rather than on European businesses. Many were unable to get beyond a generic account of

the benefits to businesses of cheap labour costs, ignoring the fact that as these economies grow, so

too do wage rates. Most however, were able to offer some relevant analysis along with some

evaluation. There were some excellent answers that looked at the growing market power of many

Indian and Chinese businesses and brought in wider examples such as Lenovo and Tata to support

this.
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A good wide ranging answer backed up by good

examples. This reaches Level 4 and scores 11

marks.
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A limited response that starts by using evidence

that is not relevant to the question. Some basic

one-sided analysis follows that looks at the

possible downside. No meaningful evaluation is

offered. This response reaches Level 3 and scores

6 marks.
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Question 6 

Most candidates were able to make a reasonable attempt at this question and were able to access

the evaluation level marks. The majority of these evaluative answers were in the lower range of

Level 4 and many just used the example from the evidence of Uniqlo, often just repeating the

extract. Most candidates used the terms ethnocentric, polycentric and geocentric, although not

always correctly. Some seemed to think that the only choices were either adapting and changing

everything or changing nothing at all. This missed out on the rather obvious point that perhaps the

best strategy is a little of both, as Uniqlo has done. There were however, some excellent responses

with strong analysis and evaluation that made good use of the case study evidence and other

examples from wider knowledge.
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A good response that reaches Level 4 and scores

18 marks. A wide ranging discussion using good

examples and perceptive evaluation. A conclusion

is attempted but adds little.

Questions 6 and 7 contain 8 marks each for

evaluation and can make the difference between a

top grade and an average one. Make sure that you

do fully evaluate and use suitable context

throughout.
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This response lacks evaluation and although it has

some application the analysis is not developed to

any great extent. It reaches Level 3 and scores 10

marks.
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Question 7 

Again, most candidates were able to answer this question reasonably well and reach Level 4. Some

responses made good use of wider examples, of both ethical and unethical business actions to

reinforce their arguments, with a pleasing number looking at the situation in both the short and

long term. In the less able responses, there were a lot of assertions made without development or

substantiation by example. Some did not evaluate and when evaluation was present it was largely

generic.
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A strong response that reaches Level 4 and scores

18 marks. Well written, with good levels of analysis

and evaluation it is reinforced by good examples

from both the extract and wider knowledge. It also

has a useful conclusion at the end.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do read the question carefully and answer the question that is set.

Do watch out for command words such as Assess or Evaluate.

Do use examples to illustrate your argument.

Do use the language of the subject and avoid generalities.

Do watch your timing and do not spend too long on one question.

Do write concisely.

Do add a conclusion to the longer questions.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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